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In this Issue
• Annual Prosperity
Day
• 18th Annual
Halloween Parade

Prosperity Day
September 28, 2019
3 – 6 pm on Nicole Court

Come join the neighborhood on Saturday, September 28 from 3
pm to 6 pm on Nicole Court. Our annual block party is fun for
all ages! It’s a great way to get to know your neighbors and
enjoy good food, crafts, games, and entertainment. The
Homeowners Association provides grilled items and soft drinks.
Important: We need volunteers and additional food. See next
page for details!

Save the Date!
Prosperity Day
9/28/19;
3 – 6 pm
Lots of food and
fun! Volunteers
needed!

Halloween
Parade

HOA Dues
Ongoing

10/31/19; 5:30 pm
Starting point will
be Van Court

Payments to HOA
Treasurer Keith
Fulk
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• Home Improvements
• HOA Board
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Prosperity Day
“We have so much fun every year! It’s such a great way
to bring the community together and celebrate the cooler
weather.” – Prosperity Heights resident at the 2018
block party

Side Dishes and Desserts Needed
We’ll have grilled items (hot dogs, hamburgers,
sausages, veggie burgers) and drinks (juice, soda, water)
on hand, and we ask everyone to contribute a side dish
or dessert. It doesn’t have to be homemade if you don’t
have time; restaurant or store bought is fine -- we’re not
picky!
Please tape a piece of paper to the food telling us what it is and
don’t forget serving utensils. If you’d like your dish back after the
party, please label it.

Volunteers: We Need You!
We need help setting up and grilling. We also need coolers and grills, open tents,
child-sized chairs and child-sized picnic tables. If you can volunteer or loan any
of these items, please sign up at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a4ad2ba20-prosperity1 or email Tom
Sonnen (tdsonnen@yahoo.com). Thanks for all your help!
What we need:
1.

Set-up (2 – 3 pm) – 10 people

2.

Check-in table– 3 people, 1 person per hour to update
contact information

3.

Grill Masters– 6 people, 2 each hour

4.

Moon Bounce Monitors, Cotton Candy Makers, and
Balloon Fillers – 12+ people

5.

Craft Table Monitors – 6 people, 2 each hour –
Middle/High Schoolers can receive service hours

6.

Clean-up (6-7 pm) – 10 people
2
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Halloween Parade
October 31, 5:30 pm
The parade is Halloween night – October 31 at
5:30 pm. We will gather at Van Court this year
and walk to Sevan Court. Join us at the
Cober’s House, 8462 Sevan Court, after the
parade for cookies and juice.
Contribute treats by dropping them off on the
table at the front of the Cober’s house before or
during the parade.

Can you believe this will be our
17th annual parade? Recognize anyone in the picture
above from about 15 years ago?

Residents not participating are encouraged to
come out and enjoy the show!

Ice Cream Social
Prosperity Heights kicked off the summer on
June 15 with an ice cream social on
Monarch Lane by the playground. Over 150
neighbors enjoyed ice cream from Scoops2U
while chatting and playing on the jungle
gym/swing set. Thanks again to Lori Zeoli
and the Lee family for making the
arrangements. We look forward to doing it
again in 2020.

Our Doggie Friends
Dogs are an important part of our neighborhood
family. But please clean up after your pooch!
Thank you!
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Your neighbors are very kind, but
please do your duty by scooping. It’s
the law!

PROSPERITY HEIGHTS NEWSLETTER

FALL 2019

HOA Dues
Prosperity Heights Homeowners Association Invoices for the period 7/1/19 to 6/30/20 were
mailed on August 1, 2019. The dues for this year are $435 per home, $5 less than last year.
The Dues are used to pay for garbage and recycling collection, insurance and maintenance of the
common areas (including the playground), and social events like the Ice Cream Social and
Prosperity Day.
Checks should be made payable to: Prosperity Heights HOA. Submit them to Keith Fulk at
3340 Monarch Lane. Residents who have not paid their HOA dues in full by September 15 are
assessed a 10% late payment penalty.

Home Improvements?
A Message From the HOA Architectural Control Committee (ACC)
Reminder - All homeowners are required to submit an Exterior
Alteration Application (EAA) when making changes to their
property that differ in color or style from the current state.
Examples of changes that require an EAA:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Changes in siding color
Changes in front door color or style
Changes in roofing color or style
New patios or hardscaping
Installation of fences or changes in fence color
New shed installations or modifications

Homeowners are encouraged to review the Architecture Standards available on the Prosperity
Heights website (https://www.prosperityheights.org/ByLaws/index-bylaws.htm) before
submitting an EAA. Any questions can also be directed to the ACC's email
architecture@prosperityheights.org.
If you have completed a project without the ACC’s approval, please submit an application as
soon as possible and select the ‘retroactive’ checkbox. We will begin sending notices to
homeowners who have not followed the review process this fall; please don’t be on our list!
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Nearby Projects
Defense Health Agency

Inova Expansion
Inova Health System continues to advance a 5
million-square-foot expansion at the Inova
Center for Personalized Health (former Exxon
Mobil site on Gallows). Current plans,
although smaller than originally envisioned, still
include development of a clinical, research, and
innovation campus. The campus will include
medical offices, the cancer center, research
buildings for collaboration between Inova and
Virginia academic institutions, office space, and
a conference center. Retail, hotel, and housing
for almost 1,000 residents will also be added,
along with park facilities open to the public.

The Defense Health Agency (DHA), located at
7700 Arlington Blvd (formerly Raytheon, across
from Jaguar Trail), presented expansion plans to
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors in
July. If approved, the proposal would allow
DHA to add an L-shaped office building and
parking structure. The Defense Health Agency
oversees healthcare provided to active duty and
retired U.S. military personnel and their
families, and it hopes to consolidate its
workforce here.
The building and 815-space parking garage
would accommodate 600 more employees at the
headquarters. Shuttles to the metro and local
bus service are planned to mitigate traffic
congestion.

Fairfax County continues to examine the
proposal as part of the broader Merrifield
Suburban Center Study. Details are posted at
the Fairfax County website.

Fairfax County is also reviewing plans to turn
the area adjacent to DHA headquarters at
Fairview Park (North) into a new urban center.

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planningdevelopment/plan-amendments/merrifieldsubctr-study/meetings

HOA Board of Directors

(board@prosperityheights.org)
Bill Foster, Director, 703-698-5716,
tfos@verizon.net

Brad Wilhelm, President, bsw81@aol.com
Rich Cober, Vice President richcober@cox.net

Levenie Hughes, Director, levenieh@gmail.com

Gina North, Secretary thenorths123@gmail.com

Kaye Lee, Director, snklee@hotmail.com

Keith Fulk, Treasurer, 703-560-1072
kwfulkcpa@gmail.com

Giang Thiet, Director, gthiet@gmail.com

Ivan Yurisevic, Director, Architecture Committee
Chair, iyurisevic@gmail.com
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Below is an excerpt from a newsletter published by Fairfax County/ Springfield District Supervisor,
Pat Herrity:
Some Surprising Truths About Recycling
Most residents are trying to do the right thing by recycling. Below are a few facts about what gets recycled, why, and
how to correctly recycle certain items based on my visits to the facilities where much of the region's recycled materials
go.
Glass - The surprising truth is that all of the glass you have put in the curbside single stream recycling bins has been
going to the landfill for many years. Worse than that - this glass also contaminates many of the other items in the bins
that are otherwise recyclable. The best way to recycle glass is to collect it separately and take it to the I-95 landfill site
or the I-66 transfer station where you will find purple collection bins for glass-only deposits. In the next month you
will be able to take glass to a purple bin at my West Springfield office and other sites around the county. If that is too
much trouble, you are better off throwing it in your regular trash where it won't contaminate other recyclables. Fairfax
County is taking the lead in trying to create a market for recycled glass in our region.
Plastic Bags and Film - The truth is that all the plastic bags and film (bubble wrap, for example) that you have put
in the curbside single stream recycling bins are going to the landfill. Worse than that - the plastic bags and film clog
the recycling machinery and increase the cost of recycling. The best way to recycle plastic bags and film is to take them
to the grocery stores where they get recycled, often into composite decking. If that is too much trouble, you are better
off throwing them in your regular trash where they will be converted to energy.
Regular Trash - The truth is that most of your regular trash in Fairfax County is recycled into energy at the Covanta
Waste-to-Energy facility in Lorton by the I-95 landfill. The plant produces 80 megawatts of electric power. Burning
our garbage reduces the volume of trash by over 90%. The remaining ash is landfilled, although the County is
exploring options for other uses of the ash.
Aspirational Recycling - This is how many people in the industry describe the non-recyclable items that end up in the
curbside single stream recycling bins. Things like diapers, garden hoses, coolers, Styrofoam, food, car seats, batteries and
an incredible list of other items are often put into the bin by people hoping it will be recycled. The truth about aspirational
recycling is that these items all end up in the landfill rather than being converted to energy at the Covanta Waste-to-Energy
Plant. These non-recyclable items also increase the cost of recycling. The best thing to do is ("when in doubt, throw it out."
Don't trash your recycling efforts--recycle better. For a list of what to recycle go to the Fairfax website:

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/residential-materials
Economics and China - Because of the significant contamination of our recycled materials (for example - glass fragments
in paper or cardboard) China, formerly a major market, has stopped accepting some recycled materials from the US. The
truth is that the value of recycled materials is not what it used to be, and recycling has become more expensive. Many
jurisdictions across Virginia and the US have completely abandoned curbside recycling. I believe we need to continue a
robust recycling program but do a better job educating our residents and work to clean up the contents in our single stream
curbside bins.
More on Glass - Fairfax County is taking the lead in trying to establish a market for glass. Big Blue, the county's glass
crushing machine, takes glass bottles and jars and turns them into sand and gravel and is using them for construction,
paving and landscaping. To grow true glass recycling in our County and the region, our focus should be on glass only
recycling, educating our citizens, and focusing efforts on large consumers of glass. On the last note, the county is working
with wineries to collect the many empty bottles they generate every week.
The Future of Recycling - The future of recycling is changing and will depend on a number of factors including the
markets for recycled materials and the resulting economics. Today I believe it starts with improving the quality of our
curbside recycling and increased communication efforts on what to recycle, how to recycle it, and the harm of improper
recycling. It also starts with investigating new technologies. Across the US, including in Chesapeake, Virginia, plants are
being built that will take a single municipal waste stream, pull out valuable materials and convert the remaining waste to
non-fossil bio-fuel and other useful materials. This eliminates the need for any communication efforts on what needs to be
recycled. The environmental benefits associated with reducing the three or four trips trash trucks take in our neighborhoods
to one or two would be significant while more than doubling our recycle rate and reducing residual waste (not to mention
traffic congestion).
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See you at Prosperity Day!
September 28

Prosperity Heights HOA

To:

